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SUBJECT: Dr, Fenilnand DURCANSKTi His Politic®! Activitiea| Political 
Trials of Slovak Democratic Party Ofticlals (Orsixy, Kmpay, 
Bugar) and Their Affiliation with the Durcans^ Korement, 

Who is Dr, Ferdinand Durcanskr, vhat have been his political aims 
and activities? Durcansky vas graduated from the Law School of Komenakeho 
University in Bratislava and from the University of Political Science in 
Paris, His political activities were affiliated right from the beginning 
with the Rlinkava Slovenska Ludova Stzana (HXinka Party), Although youngs 
be was able shortly after Joining the Pairty to get an Important position 
and much influence* fie vas knoun as a person whose driving force was not 
hindered by aiything, became publicly known especially as a fighter for 
Slovak auhonony and for standing on the side of the activists, "To reach 
the goal at axy price ani at any sacrifice" was Durcans)^*8 motto. In 
October 1938 he became the member of the first Slovak Uovemnent as a 
Minister of Justlee^ later aa a Hinlster of CpBimanlcations, In the spring 
of 193? he supported the movement for independence of Slovakia with the 
help of German Nasi leaders^ His close friend and political collaborator 
(fxm} KUTNAHSIlI was sent to Vienna^ where through the help of Has! racHo 
(Badio Vienna} he broadcasted Slovak-langoage lectures supporting the 
ind^endence movement, Durcansky vas the man idio in the critical time of 
Kareh^ 193?> left Slovakia for Vienna and looked for help to anyone who 
could support his personal aims. He established contact with top Hail; 
leaders (e«g, Baldor von Schirach) and prepared the way of his men political 
benefits at the expense of the Slovak nation's fata. He made the first step 
for the visit of Slovak politicians at the Fuhrer's headquarters and Joined 
Dr, Josef Tiso in his fll^t to Hltlefs Headquarters, There, on 13 March 
193?i they decided about the future of ^ovaJda and the next day proclaimed 
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In Brfttlslavn the Slovak fiepubllc undar tho aupport and auapicfiea of 
Germany and Hitler himaeUT. Dorcansigr became in the first Slovak * 3 ^ 
Oovearnmhixt the Minister of Foreign iffairs* He was a political 
radlcallst and was behind the move of the purge of Karol Sidor^ 

Minister cxf Interior. After Sidor's purge Burcanslgr took over Sidor's 
Government position too. 

In l^iil a roBor spread la Slovalda that PorcanskT' acctSBulated around 
hlaaelf some indiTlduals known as radical-politicians. The namas of these 
politicians are as fellows 1 Cr. Falath^ Karol Murgas^ K. MutaanskT^^ 

Ih*. Obtulovlej Dr. Krajcovie^ etc. The reputation of the Bentioaed 
persons was listed as unreliable. These people were against correct 

\ ‘V. 

policy of Hbo and his Ooveitsnent^ and pledged themselves for deser 

collaboration tdth the Kaals on the one slda^ but on the other side were 

Baking plans for the xinlisdted* ruling of Slovakia themselves. Dr. TLso 

as Slovak President net Hitler in the so-called ’’Salsburg meeting**, 
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succeeded in purging Ourcaosky from all bi^devel political positions,, 
and in this -wy he (Dr. Tlso) was able to centime in his policy **to 
salvage for the Slovak nation idiatever could be salvaged*. ^^Dareans]^ 
and his followers were not arrested or otherwise''^ punish^ They Just 
hud to give vip their public activities. 

Ihe period lPid-19U» can be listed in x?eganl to Durcanaky' as a 
non-political in the sense that he did not perf one azy public political . * 

activities. 

After the Slovak uprising with the near battle lines in the £ast«. 

\ 

and allied vlctozlee on the Westeni f ront^ the ‘Slovak Oovemnent realised . 
together with Dr. Tlso that its existence was neaarlng the end. Durcanaky, ■ 
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ott the other elde haod vleved this possihllitar. as his last chance to -^1, 
become a leader and take orrer the Goremment of the $Ioyak Republic* 

He started a nev radical movesent against the lilies based on anti- 
CoBonunlst propaganda* But it was to late for him to do ai^falng* His 
last public clearance vas at a radlcal^T'outh congress in Plestanr* 
Durcanslgr left together vltb other members of fte Goremment^ high rank 
officials. Party functloxiarles, etc* for Austria or Germaiy* 

Kr* Dorcansky's name appeared on the official Sta te Dep artment- list 
or War criminals as a proscribed .Fascist* 

The exile actirlties of Ourcanslgr can be shortly divided into 
three partst 

first perliod t Common exile problems brought all Slovak 
< : political refugees together in one cas^, based of the thesis of "con- 
tinuation of the Slovak Bepublic"* Bht this thesis could not last long^ 
because of the legal establishment of the Csechoslovak Republic by peace 

t 

treaties and United Rations acceptance* 

2* Second perlod f Political efforts to form a common 
organisation for establishment of freedom and Independence of Slovakia* 
Durcansky proved himself once again as a radical, and after some argmnents 
with Sldov and his foUovers Ihxrcansky organised a independent separatist 
organisation SAV^ -.Slevensky akcny vybor (Slovak Actien Committee)* Here 
are sene leading naMd of his followers s Dr* Polakovic, Dr* Crajcovic, 

Dr* Meclar, Dr* Bartek, etc* Ihe split was a result of two different 
political conceptions and characters* On the one side, 3idor with honest 
patriotism and 1cm for Slovak nation; on the other side, Durcansky, 
.^..p.pll^q|^,.ga^ler^ ^terialist and totalitarian who is using\the..SloTak > 

, Slooej\t, fveftAi&rru 
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nation aa an instnuacnt of his desires* 

^hlrd peilod i Durcanslgr leXfc Europe (oane back last fall) 
for Argentina (the only countxy vhere he^ as a Fascist, could find 
siq>port) and pushed his actlTities through SAT (branch offices in Austria 
and Gemapy), using all Beans idthout concern to accon;>llsh the goal of 
his personal benefit. 

She case of Jan E^aty Chatman of the Slovak 

DeiBOcratie Pax*ty wad Eeputy Pidjoe Kinister in the 
CsechoBdorak GoTemnent froa 19hS till October lPl(7# 

In the Bzlddlp of October 19ii7 the Comninist Party represented ly 
its OoTemment nenbers brou^t up charges against Grainy on the basis 
of affilition and illegal connections ulth the BOTesent and organization 

A- 

of the *6econd World War cxlsinalj Er« Durcansky^* The charges irere . 
brought xxp on one of the Ooverment raeetings an! vere not given publicly 
at that tine. The de&ocratlc nepshers of the Govensaent first considered 
the charges as a Canionnlst Party nore to c ogp ro ai se the deBocratlc leaders, 
and in this Banner to get xld of the fighters against Comunlst activities. 
The airguBent betveen the Comminist leaders and the deaocratic parties* 
representatives vent through veeks with the final result of a 
eanqproidsef Ursiny to resign fron his gorermeot post and subnit his 
defense stay to the government. The Connunlst proslsed that, in the moan 
time, th^ vould not Bake pa^Hc the idzole affair, and asy further action 
would depend on a nsv government issue after Grsiny's defense story. But 
the Conminists did not keep their void. In the beginning of November, 19^7# 
the police (the police force was under the Conniunist Kinister NOSEZC) 






arrested all members of l^rsiry's cabinet* The named of arresteea 
are as foUovss Chief of the Cabinet Dr* Cubridgr^ Private Secretaiy 
Dr* Ondrue, Chief of the Legal Section Dr* Kalorus^ Press Secretaxy 
Jan Obuch, Secretaxy LUi Sinakova^ etc* All vere released from prison 
in tvo days except Jan Obuch and Dr* Kubrlc^* Charges were brought 
xxp especially against Jan Obuch vho uas accused of being a cut-out between 
Ureiiy and Durcansky's novement SA7* Ursiny van forced to z^sign sooner 
than agreed In the government neeting* 

The Press Secretary Obuch was accused of im>-< contact with 

SaV moyeaent In Austria and Germazy throu^ Dorcansky's agetts* Of all 
the agents of Durcansly, only a certain (fnu) Somandera was mentioned 
by none* (The name Kcmandera was loiovnto the public in connection with 
the case Sugar and Kespiy - see below}* police claimed that some 
cospromlsix^ material was found in the safe and desk o^Obuch*s office r 
two letters addressed to Obuch from Germazy brought inside ^ Cseeho* 
Slovakia by couriers^ pz*opaganda material and newspaper issues published 
by SAV^ proved eonnectlozis with membezs of the Slovak separatist move* 
sent in Italy (probably Udine, where was located the Radio^broadcast 
station of SA7), etc* o 

During the police Interrogation, Obuch claimed that he infomed Ureiny 
on all issues, that he maintained the connections with Ursliy*s blessing, 
that he shipped some secret Ooverment material to SA7 on Ursizy's .advice, 
etc* lonandera also claimed during the police Investigation that UTslzy 
knew all a bout It* On the other Ur&lXQr dezzled all charges and 

uzd claimed he never ^oke with Obuch about tbs matters under inquiry and 
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did not maijitelii connoctlons either directly or IndlrecLly vlth 
Ihireans}^ or SAV norement. 

Drslny vas arrested shortly after the Conununlsts took orer in 
Fehmaxy He vas broo^t before a political trial In March 19U6, 

vas found guilty on all chaises and sentenced to seven years in prison^ 

From 1 ^ oxn experlencej I knov for sure that the private secretary 
of Urslsy# tvo days before the Police search, broke into the desk ahd 
safe of Obnch to find out If there xas any coDtpreodslng s&atexliil as 
clelned fay the Comnonlst charges. Ha did it on orders of UrslXQr axul of 
the Secretary General of the ^omk Peznocratlc Party. The Private 
Secz^etary took a farunch of material from Obueh's desk but did not get 
a chance to go through the safe. Ihe mentioned Secretaiy Is norv In 
exile working for Voice of America In Nov Xork. There Is no question 
that Urslny knev about the activities of Obuch and that ho discussed the 
matter with him. ^e question Is only how far Urslny agreed with these 
activities. 



Persecution and political trial of Ur. Eeaq>ny axxi 
Ur. Bugar becuase of affilltatlon axul contacts vlth 
Uorcans]gr*s moveBidiit. 



According to the agreement between the Slovak D^^cratlc Party 
end the highest reproseobatlTes of the Catholic Gbxirch before the last 
free elebttons In Csechoslovakia in spring lpli6, and Bugar 

became members of House of Bepresentatlves for the Slovak Democratic 
Par^ and Secretaries General for the same Party. They both were 
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Catholics idth good rolations vlth the Catholic hierarchy* 

The Cflcaimniat Party tried rron the beriming of 19 U 7 to cospDo- 
adso by moans the democratic leaders, especially the individuals 
vbo were fighting Cammanlsm without fear. As a part of the mentioned 
Cosanmist move was an attack against Kenpny end Bugar* The attack was 
a public 0220 on t he base of antl-OoTenaneixt activity, affiliation with 
the Slovak S^aratlst movement in exHe, spying for the mentioned 
movementi etc* 

After this public attack ^en^iy and Bogar vere put before the 
House investigation and Imsonlty Cooinlttee, Before the immunity 
Committee the Coeammist mexobers supported hy the Social Democrats brought 
charges against both of them (Kenpsy and Bugar): They accused them of 
moral and financial supportteg of the Slovak Separatist movement in 
esdle, of connections’ with agents vorldng with Durcansky and the SAY 
organisation, of spying for the mentioned organisation, etc* As witness 
the Communist brought a cez*tain (fmi) Eomandera idio according to the 
Communist was an agent (courier type) of Durcansky and was caught ty the 
Ccechoslovak police after being shadowed for weeks* Kespoy and Bogar 
denied all charges* The House Committee with the rotes of Communist and 
Social Democratic members against the votes of demoeratio members by a 
majority of two released Bugar and Kespny for a regular police IxxvesM.gatlon 
and trial procedure* 

She public opinion was that the ebargea vere contrived te incrlzslnate 
the subjects, and that Homandera was an agent-provocateur of the police* 

The trial took place only after the Cojorninist coig> d’tat* Eenpny 

. ■ ' S ' "'<■ ••• 



I 




I 

\ 



and Bu^ar w«r« sentsncdd to long prison tents ^ although the^ both pleaded 
not guilty on all charges ^ Komandera^ the police witness, testified 
that K mpny and Bugar were canying on the contact with him glrLilg 
him financial support and reports for SAT* (Kes^ngr admitted only that 
' Komandera tried once to approach him, bat that be hdjnself did not coDonit 
and collaboration with the witness)* 

In K37 I met in Germanr azid spoke with a Slovak political 
refugee (an engineer * I do not recall his name) who came to Oerman^ 

In iph? and was a pramlnent member of PurcanslsT'^s movement. The mentioned 
person who was living in an Ukrsnlan DP camp at Begensburg told me that 
Komandera was his roommate In 19hS~X9h6m Ho hnev also that Komandera 's 
mission in Slovakia was to make contact with promiiient representatives of 
the Catholic Church. The engineer testified also that Komandera accoapUshed 
In lpl|6 a few mission to Slovakia ver 7 successfuUor, and that he did not 
return from one of then because he was caught In Slovakia bgr the 
Czechoslovak police* 
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V 23 July 1952 
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